
 

 

 

APPLIED 

SCIENCE 
Pearson BTEC Subsidiary Diploma  

PROFILE 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 Applied 

Science course is part of a larger suite 

of BTEC Applied Science qualifications, 

at a range of sizes, which share the 

common purpose of helping people to 

become occupationally ready to take up 

employment in the applied science 

sector at the appropriate level. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr J Winship  

 

EMAIL: 

jwinship@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% skills assessment under direct 

teacher supervision marked internally 

and externally moderated. 

This is a 2 year course with no AS level 

components. 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

At least two C grades in GCSE Core Science and Additional Science are 

essential. 

To be able to cope with the level of material covered during the course, it 

is essential that students have at least a C grade in GCSE Mathematics as 

well. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 and 13  

This is primarily an Applied General qualification, equivalent in size to an A 

level, which has been designed to occupy one third of the curriculum 

within a broader programme of study, which could include other vocational 

or academic qualifications. Its main purpose is to allow learners to develop 

the core specialist knowledge, understanding and skills – including 

fundamentals of science, scientific practical techniques, and working in the 

science industry. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

The applied science industry offers huge potential for learners interested in 

it. The UK is currently regarded as a world leader in sectors including 

renewable energy, space, low carbon, pharmaceutical, utilities, automotive, 

agri-food and bioscience. UCAS has reviewed the qualification to assess its 

value for access to higher education, and has allocated UCAS points 

equivalent to an A Level. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 

The Art Department will be offering a one 

route Advanced Art Course with the 

opportunity to specialise in a wide variety of 

Art areas. Within the WJEC specification, we 

will be offering students the chance to 

specialise in Fine Art, Graphics, Photography, 

Textiles or 3D Design 

This course is an ideal option for those 

wishing to follow a broad based art 

curriculum. This could lead to a pre – Degree 

Foundation course or direct entry to degree 

through design specialisms such as 

Photography, Graphics or Illustration. 

 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. N Rees  

 

EMAIL: 

ncrees@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Unit1 – 40% 

Unit 2 – 36% 

Unit 3 – 24% 

 

Unit 3 is a  terminal exam  

Units 1 & 2 are coursework 

 

 

 

 

ART 
WJEC AS/A2 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students should have achieved at least a grade C at GCSE Art and should 

have a strong interest in the subject.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12  

Coursework Portfolio: September – April Deadline. Candidates will explore 

key aspects of fine art focusing on drawing, painting and artist led 

research. Students should produce in depth sketchbook work and a 

collection of studies in a portfolio format which exemplifies work carried 

out during the AS course. There is no exam in year 12. 

 

Year 13    

Unit 2 Coursework Personal Investigation - Candidates are required to 

build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained in the AS with 

greater depth of study. Candidates are required to develop their own 

artistic investigation based on an idea, issue or technique leading to artistic 

outcomes with a 1000-3000 word essay included with the assignment. 

Unit 3 – Externally Set Assignment (Exam) February to May - Supervised 

Time – 15 hours. Question papers contain 8-10 exciting starting points. 

Candidates choose one. The examination period is 15 hours. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

AS/A Level Art and Design will prepare you for a Foundation Course in Art 

which can lead to a Degree Course in a variety of areas including: 

3D Design     Graphic Design    Multimedia 

Photography Fashion Architecture Fine Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PROFILE 

A’ Level Biology encourages students’ 

interest in, and enthusiasm for the subject, 

including developing an interest in further 

study and careers in this area. Students 

can appreciate how society makes 

decisions about scientific issues and how 

the sciences contribute to the success of 

the economy and society. Through 

practical analysis they can develop and 

demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the 

skills, knowledge and understanding of 

How Science Works. A’ Level Biology is 

essential if students are to develop 

essential knowledge and understanding of 

different areas of Biology and how they 

relate to each other. 

.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr. J Winship 

 

EMAIL: 

jwinship@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

All terminal examinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY 
WJEC AS/A2 LEVEL 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least grade B on only Higher Tier papers in 

GCSE Biology or GCSE Science and Additional Science. Potential students 

must have strong mathematics skills and a proven competence in English. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1: Basic Biochemistry and Cell Organisation  

1½ hours - Structured questions and essay. 

Unit 2:  Biodiversity and Physiology of Body Systems.   

1½ hours - Structured questions and essay. 

Year 13  

Unit 3:  Energy, Homeostasis and the Environment 

2 hours - Structured questions and essay. 

Unit 4:  Variation, Inheritance and Options 

2 hours - Structured questions and essay. 

Unit 5:  Practical Examination 

Experimental task – 2 hours 

Practical Analysis Task – 1 hour 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Biology or a 

related course in higher education, for progression to the next level of 

vocational qualifications, or for direct entry into employment.  It also 

provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students 

who do not progress to further studies in Biology. 

 

 

 

 

 

ART 
WJEC AS/A2 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students should have achieved at least a grade C at GCSE Art and should 

have a strong interest in the subject.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12  

Coursework Portfolio: September – April Deadline. Candidates will explore 

key aspects of fine art focusing on drawing, painting and artist led 

research. Students should produce in depth sketchbook work and a 

collection of studies in a portfolio format which exemplifies work carried 

out during the AS course. There is no exam in year 12. 

 

Year 13    

Unit 2 Coursework Personal Investigation - Candidates are required to 

build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained in the AS with 

greater depth of study. Candidates are required to develop their own 

artistic investigation based on an idea, issue or technique leading to artistic 

outcomes with a 1000-3000 word essay included with the assignment. 

Unit 3 – Externally Set Assignment (Exam) February to May - Supervised 

Time – 15 hours. Question papers contain 8-10 exciting starting points. 

Candidates choose one. The examination period is 15 hours. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

AS/A Level Art and Design will prepare you for a Foundation Course in Art 

which can lead to a Degree Course in a variety of areas including: 

3D Design     Graphic Design    Multimedia 

Photography Fashion Architecture Fine Art 



 

 

 

BUSINESS 

STUDIES 
OCR Cambridge Technical Extended 

Certificate  

PROFILE 

Business is all around us - from the local 

corner store to multinational organisations 

such as Google and Apple. The Level 3 OCR 

in Business is designed to provide highly 

specialist work-related skills in the Business 

sector. Students will gain the knowledge, 

understanding and skills that they need to 

prepare for employment or higher education. 

The units of the course give students an 

introduction to, and understanding of the 

business environment, management of 

resources, marketing and communication– all 

fundamental to the success of business 

organisations. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr J White  

 

EMAIL: 

jwhite@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Two terminal exams making up 50% of 

the final grade. 

Three coursework units internally 

marked and externally verified. 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To gain access to this course you will need to be interested in Business and should 

have achieved at least 5 GCSEs or equivalent including English and Math’s grade C 

or above. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 and 13 

Unit 1 The Business Environment. In this unit students will develop an understanding 

of how and why businesses operate in the way they do, looking at a range of 

different types of business and business structures, and exploring how the ownership 

of a business and its objectives are interrelated. 

Unit 2 Working in Business - covers the skills and understanding needed to work 

effectively within a business environment, including arranging meetings, working 

with business documents, making payments, prioritising business activities and 

communicating with stakeholders. 

Unit 4 Customers and Communication. In this unit students will learn the purpose, 

methods and importance of communication in business and the appropriateness of 

different forms of communication for different situations. 

Unit 5 Marketing and Market Research. Market research is the process by which 

organisations obtain the information they require. Students will gain an in-depth 

understanding of primary and secondary market research methods used to inform 

marketing decision-making and any constraints on marketing activities. 

Unit 11 Accounting Concepts. This unit will give them an introduction to the 

foundations of business accounting. The unit will allow them to gain essential skills 

in, and knowledge of, the purposes of accounting, and the accounting procedures 

used to produce final accounts. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

The Level 3 in Business provides a route to employment or higher education in the 

many diverse areas of business including specialist areas such as Management, 

Marketing, Finance, Law or Human Resources. 

 

 



 

 

 

CHEMISTRY  
WJEC AS/A2 Level  

PROFILE 

The Advanced Level specification 

provides a suitable foundation for the 

study of Chemistry or a related area in 

higher education.  It also provides a 

coherent, satisfying and worthwhile 

course of study for candidates who do 

not progress to further study in the 

subject. 

.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr. J Winship 

 

EMAIL: 

jwinship@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

All terminal examinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade C on higher tier papers in 

GCSE Chemistry and Additional Science; however, it is strongly 

recommended that students have attained B grades in these subjects.  

The ideal student takes a mature approach and has a sound understanding 

of earlier work; mathematical ability is essential.   

English. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1: Short answer questions, structured and extended answer questions  

The Language of Chemistry, Structure of Matter and Simple Reactions Unit 

2:  Energy, Rate and Chemistry of Carbon Compounds 

Short answer questions, structured and extended answer questions. 

Year 13  

Unit 3:  Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 

Short answer questions, structured and extended answer questions  

Unit 4:  Organic Chemistry and Analysis 

Short answer questions, structured and extended answer questions. 

Unit 5:  Practical Examination 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Advanced Level Chemistry provides an essential foundation for the further 

study of Chemistry and other related higher education courses such as 

Medicine, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Chemical Engineering etc.  It is 

a very useful supporting subject for a range of science courses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CWMRAIG 

AIL IAITH 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

The Welsh Second Language AS and A2 

course is a combination of Literature, 

Media Studies, Welsh Culture and 

grammar.  It encourages students to 

study the language with interest, 

enjoyment and enthusiasm, and gives 

them the ability to communicate in a 

competent and fluent manner.  It 

inspires students to play an appropriate 

role in a bilingual society at the 

beginning of the twenty first century. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. E Jones 

 

EMAIL: 

ejones@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

A combination of coursework and 

terminal examinations.  

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade C in GCSE Welsh Full Course; 

however, it is preferable to have attained a B grade.  It is also desirable to have 

attained a ‘B’ grade in English Language/Literature. 

If you have a passion and strong interest in the language and have the 

determination to master it, then studying Welsh in the sixth form is the way ahead 

for you. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1:  Oral Examination 

Part A - A group discussion of a film. Part B - An individual interview discussing 

elements of the coursework. 

Unit 2:  Internal Assessment. Students work independently to produce a 1000 – 2000 

word portfolio on a Welsh topic of interest (music, feminism, The Aberfan Disaster) 

Unit 3:  Written Examination. Section A requires students to answer different types of 

linguistic exercises. Section B is a poetry question where students analyse the 

content, techniques and themes in 5 set poems. 

Year 13  

Unit 4:  Oral Examination. General and synoptic discussion. Analysis of a play.  

Unit 5:  Written Examination. Section A reading comprehension. Section B requires 

students to read an English article and compose a letter in Welsh in response 

Unit 6:  Written Examination. Section A requires students to answer different types of 

linguistic exercises. Section B 4 short stories are studied and the question asks for a 

response on content, style and a synoptic analysis. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

The course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Welsh Second Language 

by means of a range of Higher Education courses in University.  Students can follow 

Single Honours or Joint Honours Degrees combining the language with a wide 

range of subjects including Art, Drama and Theatre Studies, Spanish, Education and 

various others.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 

This course provides students with the 

opportunity to develop practical performance 

skills and gain a greater understanding of 

how theatre and plays are structured and 

performed. 

The course will be taught in a Drama Studio 

complete with lights and resources. Students 

will have the opportunity to see live theatre 

in different venues and locations. 

The subject demands practical, creative and 

communication skills in almost equal 

measure. You will extend your ability to 

create drama and theatre, either in a 

performing or production role. You need to 

be curious about issues and ideas and have a 

creative instinct for communicating your 

views through drama. You may be keen on 

acting, writing or on the visual and technical 

side of theatre and wish to develop your 

skills in some or all of these areas. There is 

an expectation that some rehearsals will be 

after school. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. M Clarke  

 

EMAIL: 

mclarke@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Unit1 – 24% 

Unit 2 – 16% 

Unit 3 – 36% 

Unit 4 – 24% 

 

Units 2 & 4 are terminal exams  

Units 1 & 3 are coursework 

 

 

DRAMA 
WJEC AS/A2 LEVEL 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Ideally, students will have achieved at least a grade C or at GCSE Drama 

and at least a grade C at GCSE English Language. All students will be 

expected to have an enthusiastic interest in the subject. However, It is not 

a prerequisite that students have studied GCSE Drama, though in this case, 

it is advisable that students should have some performance experience.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12  

UNIT 1 – THEATRE WORKSHOP 

Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of 

theatre based on the reinterpretation of an extract from a text supplied by the exam 

board. The piece will be developed using the techniques and working methods of a 

theatre practitioner or company. 

UNIT 2- TEXT IN THEATRE 

 This unit comprises of an ‘open book written examination in which the learners will 

answer a series of questions based on the text set by the exam board. 

 

Year 13    

UNIT 3 - TEXT IN ACTION 

The learners will participate in the creation, development and performance of two 

pieces of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by the exam board. The first is a 

devised piece using the techniques and working methods of either a theatre 

practitioner or a theatre company. The second piece is an exploration from text in a 

contrasting style. 

UNIT 4 - TEXT IN PERFORMANCE 

The learners will be assessed by an ‘open book’ written examination in which the 

learners will answer two essay based questions on two contrasting texts. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

A qualification in this subject can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies 

and Performing Arts in Higher Education at degree or HND level. It can be used as 

part of your course to broaden your studies and may lead on to a career in the 

Performing Arts Industries. Drama A level is also a useful qualification to have if you 

wish to pursue a career where you engage with others in a public role, such as Law, 

the Police and Business.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART 
WJEC AS/A2 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students should have achieved at least a grade C at GCSE Art and should 

have a strong interest in the subject.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12  

Coursework Portfolio: September – April Deadline. Candidates will explore 

key aspects of fine art focusing on drawing, painting and artist led 

research. Students should produce in depth sketchbook work and a 

collection of studies in a portfolio format which exemplifies work carried 

out during the AS course. There is no exam in year 12. 

 

Year 13    

Unit 2 Coursework Personal Investigation - Candidates are required to 

build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained in the AS with 

greater depth of study. Candidates are required to develop their own 

artistic investigation based on an idea, issue or technique leading to artistic 

outcomes with a 1000-3000 word essay included with the assignment. 

Unit 3 – Externally Set Assignment (Exam) February to May - Supervised 

Time – 15 hours. Question papers contain 8-10 exciting starting points. 

Candidates choose one. The examination period is 15 hours. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

AS/A Level Art and Design will prepare you for a Foundation Course in Art 

which can lead to a Degree Course in a variety of areas including: 

3D Design     Graphic Design    Multimedia 

Photography Fashion Architecture Fine Art 



 

 

 

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE 
WJEC AS/A2 LEVEL  

PROFILE 

English Literature is a superb ‘A’ Level 

choice for all those students who love 

books, reading and have thoroughly 

enjoyed their GCSE texts. It is helpful if 

students have achieved a B grade in 

both English Language and English 

Literature at GSCE in order to cope with 

the academic requirements of this 

course.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Miss G Button 

 

EMAIL: 

gbutton@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

A proportion of coursework with an 

additional set of terminal exams in Year 

12 and 13. 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Essential: C or above in English Language and English Literature. 

Students with B grades at GCSE are statistically more likely to achieve a C grade and 

above at AS level. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1: Prose and Drama Examination. Two sections which deal with pre-1900 prose 

and drama - A particular focus of this module will be cultural and contextual 

influences and how attitudes and values are expressed in texts. 

Unit 2: Poetry Post-1900 Examination. Studying two paired poetry texts - in addition 

to being able to analyse the texts closely and independently, students will have to 

be aware of the variety of ways in which a text will be interpreted. They will also 

consider the ways in which texts relate to one another. 

Year 13  

Unit 3: Poetry Pre-1900 and Unseen Poetry Examination. Students are required to 

study one text analysing how meanings are shaped in poetry texts and the way 

writers adapt structure, form and language for effect. 

Unit 4: Shakespeare Examination. No ‘A’ Level English Literature course could ignore 

Shakespeare’s cultural legacy - study focuses upon one of his plays. 

Unit 5: Prose Study Coursework. This assessment requires candidates to produce one 

2500-3500 word essay based on the reading of two prose texts from different 

periods. 

 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Even if you do not wish to study English Literature at University, admissions tutors 

and employers are impressed by the evidence an English Literature qualification 

provides of transferable skills and competencies such as analysis, argument and 

research. It is an excellent companion to History, Theatre Studies and Modern 

Foreign Languages and students go on to read courses as diverse as Law, Classics 

and Ancient History at the institution of their choice. 

 



 

 

 

FINANCE 
LIBF Level 3 Certificate/Diploma  

in Financial Studies  

PROFILE 

The Level 3 Certificate focuses on the 

individual and our need to practice 

efficient and practical finance 

throughout our lives. The Level 3 

Diploma builds on the certificate but 

applies the skills and knowledge learnt 

to the wider financial community, for 

example through business models and 

banking. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr. Mark Barnett 

 

EMAIL: 

mbarnett@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

A combination of coursework and 

examinations.  

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade C in both English and Maths/Maths 

Numeracy GCSEs.  

A successful student at this level will have a keen interest in finance, and will have 

enjoyed the numeracy aspect of Maths GCSE. Students may also have an interest in 

banking or accountancy.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Six units are studied over the two years to offer learners an extensive and pertinent 

learning experience, including looking at macro and micro finance. There will be 

extensive practice of written assessment that in part will rely heavily on students 

having a proficient level of literacy.  

Year 12 

Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the immediate and short term. 

Unit 2 – Financial Capability for the medium and long term. 

Year 13  

Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the immediate and short term. 

Unit 2 – Financial Capability for the medium and long term. 

Unit 3 – Sustainability of an individual’s finances 

Unit 4 – Sustainability of the financial services system 

 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

The financially-related content of DipFS serves as a strong grounding for 

undergraduate study within finance and business-related disciplines, with many 

students going on to study accounting, business, finance and banking. The 

qualification carries the maximum UCAS points available which can be counted 

towards university applications. 

 

 

https://www.libf.ac.uk/study/financial-capability/teacher-and-exam-officer-information


 

 

 

 

FRENCH 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

AS and A Level French build on the solid 

basis of GCSE French.  Students will be 

able to communicate confidently, clearly 

and effectively in the foreign language 

through both the spoken and written 

word, using increasingly accurate, 

complex and varied language.  AS and A 

Level French will provide both a suitable 

foundation for further study and/or 

practical use of the foreign language. 

. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. M Williams 

 

EMAIL: 

mwilliams@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

A combination of coursework and 

terminal examinations.  

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade C on Higher Tier papers in French 

GCSE; however, it is strongly recommended that students have attained at least a 

grade B. 

A successful student at this level will have a keen interest in languages, will have 

enjoyed GCSE French and will be sufficiently motivated to learn and consolidate 

work studied in class individually as we progress through the syllabus.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Four themes have been chosen to offer learners an extensive and pertinent learning 

experience, including but not limited to - Being a young person in French-speaking 

society, Understanding the French-speaking world, Diversity and difference and 

France 1940-1950: The Occupation and the post-war years  

Year 12 

Unit 1 – Speaking assessments 

Unit 2 – Combined listening, reading and translation examinations. 

Unit 3 – Critical writing examination 

Learners will be required to study one film. 

Year 13  

Unit 4 – Speaking assessments. 

Unit 5 – Combined listening, reading and translation examinations 

Unit 6 – Critical and analytical writing examination 

One literary text taken from a list of prescribed works. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

French is a facilitating subject, highly regarded by universities. There are more and 

more options for studying MFL in Further Education, either with the aim of pursuing 

a specific career using the language or concentrating on another discipline.  A 

language can be combined with a large variety of subjects, including Mathematics, 

Law, English Literature, Mechanical Engineering, and Film Studies.  

 

 



 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

Geography is an excellent choice for 

combining with a mix of science subjects 

(such as Biology or Mathematics) or arts 

subjects (such as Languages, History or 

Business Studies). It develops a range of skills 

such as analysis and evaluation, problem 

solving, essay and report writing. Tasks set as 

part of the Geography course will also heavily 

support many aspects of the Advanced Welsh 

Baccalaureate.  Geography encourages the 

student to take a broader view of the 

changes involved at both the local and global 

scale and fosters a concern for the future 

management of the environment around us.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr. D Jackson 

 

EMAIL: 

djackson@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Terminal Examinations and coursework. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

A minimum grade C at GCSE Geography is essential. Candidates will need to 

demonstrate good numerical, logic and literacy skills. Therefore, grades at GCSE 

Mathematics and English will be looked at (students should have a grade C or above 

in these areas ideally). 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Years 12 and 13 

Unit 1 

Section A:Changing Landscapes – process, change and issues 

Section B: Tectonic Hazards – process, change and issues 

Unit 2 

Section A: Changing Places 

Section B: Fieldwork Investigation  

Unit 3 

Section A: Global Systems 

Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges 

Section C: 21st Century Challenges 

Unit 4 

Section A: Tectonic Hazards 

Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography: Ecosystems; Energy 

Unit 5: 

Independent Investigation Project 

The second year course takes the depth of study further to A Level study and deals with the 

areas of contemporary concern in Geography, namely the concept of sustainable development 

and management of selected environments. Fieldwork is essential to both the AS and A-Level 

courses. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Geographers are highly employable. The close link between the subject and the current issues 

facing the world around us makes for a varied list of related careers, e.g. working for 

development agencies, environmental work or management roles in the tourism and leisure 

sector. This is because geographers possess the abilities and skills that employers look for e.g. 

problem solving, evaluating the most sustainable options when tackling a problem, using 

investigative processes, data handling and data analysis, interpreting graphical information. 

 



 

 

 

HEALTH AND 

SOCIAL CARE 
OCR Introductory Diploma 

PROFILE 

The OCR qualification in Health and Social 

Care is designed to provide specialist 

work-related skills and knowledge that 

prepare learners for employment or 

continued study within the vocational area. 

Students are given the opportunity to 

develop a range of techniques, personal 

skills and attributes essential for successful 

performance in working life or higher 

education. The course is demanding and 

requires commitment and dedication as 

assessment is on-going through 

assignments and project work. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Miss R Fudge  

 

EMAIL: 

rfudge@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

6 coursework units all externally 

moderated. 

For UCAS tariffs: 

Pass equates to A2 Level E grade 

Merit equates to A2 level grade C 

Dist equates to A2 level grade A 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To gain access to this course you will need to be interested in the area of 

Health and Social Care. To be eligible for this course, candidates should 

have achieved at least 5 GCSEs or equivalent including English and Math’s 

grade C or above. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 and 13  

6 units covering: 

 Development through the life stages 

 Developing effective communication for health and social care 

 Nutrition for health and social care  

 Safeguarding adults and promoting independence 

 Caring for children and young people 

 Complementary therapies for health and social care 

  

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

This course is suited to anyone interested in a career in nursing and the 

medical field or care and social work as it provides a national qualification 

recognised by employers. On completion of the course students may apply 

for jobs as residential carers, day care and community workers, and social 

work assistants and youth workers. 

This course can also help students to progress to higher education and 

further study for example a degree, foundation degree or diploma course. 

Appropriate degree courses include; nursing, counselling and therapy, 

radiography, midwifery, occupational therapy, teaching and social work. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HISTORY 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

Studying History at A Level will help you 

improve your analytical skills, develop 

your own opinions and formulate well-

reasoned, supported and logical 

arguments. You will learn how to 

critically appraise historical sources and 

with an emphasis on written 

communication, personal research and 

discussion, History A Level will help you 

develop a range of important skills for 

the future. 

. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. N Rees 

 

EMAIL: 

nrees@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

A combination of coursework and 

terminal examinations.  

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade C at GCSE; however, it is 

strongly recommended that students have attained at least a grade B. 

The ideal student will be interested, analytical, literate and studious and will 

have proven competence in English.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1: Period Study – Politics, People and Protest C. 1880-1980. 

1½ hours – 2 x essay questions. 20% of the total A Level grade  

Unit 2:  Depth Study Part 1 - France:  the Causes and Course of Revolution, c 1774 – 

1792. 1¾ hours – Source based examination paper. 20% of the total A Level grade. 

Year 13  

Unit 3: Breadth Study - The American Century  C.1890-1990 

1¾ hours – 2 x essay questions. 20% of the total A Level grade. 

Unit 4:  Depth Study Part 2 - France:  Republic and Napoleon, c 1792 – 1815. 1¾ 

hours – Source based and essay based examination paper. 20% of the total A Level 

grade. 

Unit 5: Non-examined assessment (NEA) Learners investigate an issue of historical 

debate through a study of interpretations.  This will focus on Appeasement and 

World War Two. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Although the study of history complements that of other Arts subjects it has been 

successfully combined with almost all subjects.  It is a highly regarded academic 

discipline amongst which provides a number of valuable transferable skills.  It is 

associated particularly with the following professions:  law, journalism, broadcasting, 

management, banking, publishing, librarianship, government and administration. 

.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IT 
OCR Cambridge Technical 

Introductory Diploma 

PROFILE 

Whilst studying for this course you will 

benefit from our modern IT suites and learn 

the skills you need to succeed in a technical 

age. 

Computers are now widely used in all aspects 

of government, business, industry, education, 

leisure and the home. IT demands both 

logical discipline and imaginative creativity; it 

encourages an awareness of the management 

and organisation of computer systems; it 

extends students’ horizons beyond the school 

or college environment in the appreciation of 

the effects of computer applications on 

society and individuals. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Miss M Hepworth  

 

EMAIL: 

mhepworth@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

6 coursework units all externally 

moderated. 

For UCAS tariffs: 

Pass equates to A2 Level E grade 

Merit equates to A2 level grade C 

Dist equates to A2 level grade A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To study this course it is not essential to have studied IT previously, but if 

you have a GCSE or equivalent in IT, you will find that the course will build 

on some of the knowledge and skills you have already developed. The 

most important factor is that you have an interest in, and are enthusiastic 

about the subject. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 and 13     

 Unit 1 – Communication and employability skills for IT 

 Unit 2 – Information systems  

Plus 4 optional units from a choice of 43 including: 

 Unit 12 - Website Production 

 Unit 17 - Interactive Media Authoring 

 Unit 16 - 2d animation production 

 Unit 27 - Digital Graphics 

 Unit 36 - Exploring Computer Applications 

 Unit 40 - Cloud computing in Business 

 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

The IT skills you will learn on this course are up to date and will equip you 

well for the future whether you choose to go into employment or onto 

further study at university. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MATHS 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

Mathematics is a fascinating and rewarding 

subject that underpins many other areas of 

learning. It has been fundamental to the 

development of the society in which we live. 

Mathematicians are highly valued and well 

placed for a diverse range of careers. 

A Level Mathematics is divided into 2 areas: 

at its heart lies Pure Mathematics, which is 

mainly concerned with Algebra, Geometry, 

Calculus and Trigonometry, and Applied 

Mathematics which applies these techniques 

to solve problems in the world about us. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr J Copus 

 

EMAIL: 

jcopus@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% terminal assessment with 4 

terminal exams. 

Pure units – 60% 

Applied units – 40% 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

As the A level builds upon the GCSE Higher tier, students should have 

ideally achieved a B grade or above from sitting the Higher Tier exam. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Core Mathematics Unit 1 - Building on the GCSE syllabus such as Algebra 

and Coordinate Geometry and introducing Differentiation, Integration, 

Logarithms and Proofs. 

Applied Mathematics Unit 2 – Further study into statistical analysis, 

probability, probability distributions, and mechanics. 

Year 13  

Core Mathematics Unit 3 – Extending work continued at Year 12 including 

work on Sequences and Series, Differential and Parametric Equations, 

Iteration and introducing Radian measure in arcs and sectors.  

Applied Mathematics Unit 4 – More complex statistical analysis, including 

Hypothesis testing and the Normal distribution. Further work on 

mechanical mathematics including Forces and Vectors. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Mathematics is an excellent choice for students who wish to pursue 

employment in finance, statistics, navigation (such as Air traffic Control), 

management and accountancy. It can also lead to a career in many other 

paths such as architecture, designing computer games, medicine and 

veterinary science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MUSIC  
PEARSON BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 

PROFILE 

The BTEC Extended Diploma in Music is 

designed for learners aged 16+ who 

wish to pursue a vocationally relevant 

qualification in the music sector. This 

sector is a dynamic area of the 

performing arts. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr A Newell   

 

EMAIL: 

anewell@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% skills assessment under direct 

teacher supervision marked internally 

and externally moderated. 

This is a 2 year course with no AS level 

components. 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students will have achieved at least a grade C at GCSE English and Maths. All 

students will be expected to have an enthusiastic interest in the subject. It is 

not a prerequisite that students have studied GCSE Music, although in this case 

it is advisable that students should have some musical experience such as 

playing an instrument or singing. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 and 13 

This is primarily an Applied General qualification, equivalent in size to an A 

level, which has been designed to occupy one third of the curriculum 

within a broader programme of study. 

 Its main purpose is to allow learners to develop the core specialist 

knowledge, understanding and skills in areas including   

 Music Performance Techniques   

 Composing Music   

 Working And Developing As A Musical Ensemble   

 Aural Perception Skills   

 Music Project   

 Studying Music From Around The World    

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

There are many career prospects for well-qualified musicians either as: 

performers/composers or as administrators, publishers, teachers, self-

employed teachers, self-employed composers, broadcasters, journalists and 

sound engineers. 

There are numerous courses available in Higher Education where Music 

may be studied to a higher level. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
WJEC AS/A2 LEVEL 

PROFILE 

AS and A Level photography introduces 

students to photographic skills and processes 

through practical work, the critical and 

contextual study of imagery and 

development of a personal portfolio. As the 

course progresses in A level students develop 

their independent themes and strengths 

through individually set tasks. Throughout the 

course you will explore themes of your own 

choice developing your knowledge and 

understanding in the creative making 

processes. You will examine the relationship 

of the artist and the viewer in a social context 

and prepare your own work for exhibition. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Miss S Yeowart  

 

EMAIL: 

syeowart@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Coursework element 76% 

Terminal Exam 24% 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

It is essential that students have a minimum C grade in GCSE English. It is desirable 

that students have at least grade C in GCSE Art or GCSE Photography.  All students 

will be expected to have an enthusiastic interest in the subject. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12  

AS Level consists of the submission of an extended, exploratory coursework project / 

portfolio titled ‘Personal Creative Enquiry’ and makes up 40% of the overall A Level 

qualification. The course is structured so that learners have opportunities to build 

the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to develop the individual 

‘Personal Creative Enquiry’ over the year.  Practical enquiry will be linked with, and 

informed by critical and contextual study. 

 

Year 13    

UNIT 2- PERSONAL INVESTIGATION 

This makes up 36% of the qualification and consists of a major, in depth, practical, 

critical and theoretical investigative project / theme based portfolio and outcome/s 

with integrated extended written and critical and contextual analysis. Assignments, 

briefs or themes undertaken are to be determined by the learner and teacher. 

UNIT 3 - EXTERNALLY SET EXAMINATION 

This makes up 24% of the qualification. This unit represents the culmination of 

learners’ Advanced study and provides a substantial challenge. Learners are required 

to develop independently a personal response to one of a varied stimuli set by 

WJEC within specified time constraints- a set preparatory time and a 15 hour 

examination. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

This is an excellent course that should be regarded not only as a means of going 

further in photography but also as a means of achieving an AS / A Level 

qualification to enable entry onto higher education courses or employment. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PHYSICS 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

A’ level Physics is suitable if you have an 

interest in, and enjoy, physics.  

Physicians want to find out about how things 

work in the physical world and enjoy 

applying their mind to solving problems.  

In studying A’ Level Physics you can enjoy 

carrying out investigations by the application 

of imaginative and logical thinking.  

A’ Level Physics is an excellent choice for 

students who want to use physics to move 

on to further studies in Higher Education or 

to support other qualifications or enter 

physics-based employment. 

. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr. J Winship 

 

EMAIL: 

jwinship@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% terminal assessment with 4 

terminal exams. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

Students must have attained at least a grade B on Higher Tier papers in GCSE 

Physics or GCSE Science and Additional Science, GCSE Maths and GCSE English. We 

also strongly recommend taking A Level Maths. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

AS Unit 1: Motion, Energy and Matter. Written examination :  1 hour 30 minutes 

AS Unit 2: Electricity and Light. Written examination:  1 hour 30 minutes 

Short answers and extended answer questions, some in practical context, 

comprehension question. 

.Year 13  

A2 Unit 3: Oscillations and Nuclei. Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes  

A2 Unit 4: Fields and Options. Written examination:  2 hours 

Short answer and extended answer, some in a practical context. 

Choice of one option out of four: 

 Alternating Currents 

 Medical Physics 

 The Physics of Sports 

 Energy and the Environment 

A2 Unit 5 

Practical Examination 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Physics leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. You could use Physics to 

support other qualifications or move on to further studies or employment. Physics is 

recognised as an entry qualification for a wide range of Higher Education courses 

and employment opportunities. Behind Medicine and Law, Physics graduates on 

average, boast the highest graduate wage. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PUBLIC 

SERVICES  
PEARSON BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 

PROFILE 

This is a vocational course for students 

who are interested in a possible future 

career in any public duty related field, or 

who have a general interest in the way 

communities are organised and 

managed. This is a demanding course 

which consists of practical and theory 

being joined together and the 

application of one to the other.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr G Chapman 

 

EMAIL: 

gchapman@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% skills assessment under direct 

teacher supervision marked internally 

and externally moderated. 

This is a 2 year course with no AS level 

components. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To gain access to this course you will need to be interested in the way that 

communities organise themselves and the role of institutions such as the 

emergency services, armed services and the legal system. To be eligible for 

this course, candidates should have achieved at least 5 GCSEs or equivalent 

including English and Maths grade C or above. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Years 12 and 13 

3 mandatory units comprising 40 credits: 

 Government, Policies and the Public Services  

 Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services  

 Citizenship, Diversity and the Public Services 

And then an extra 20 credits from a selection of units including: 

 Understanding the Impact of War, Conflict and Terrorism on Public 

Services  

 Outdoor and Adventurous Expeditions 

 Skills for Land-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

 Skills for Water-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

 Crime and its Effects on Society 

 Command and Control in the Uniformed Public Services 

 Planning and Management of Major Incidents 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

BTEC Level 3 courses are valued by employers and universities. This is an 

excellent qualification for anyone thinking of joining the armed forces, 

police, emergency services or for a job which requires strong organisational 

skills, such as working in an outdoor pursuits centre. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

RELIGIOUS 

STUDIES 
WJEC AS/A2 Level 

PROFILE 

An A Level in Religious Studies does not 

attempt to encourage pupils to a 

particular religious commitment but is 

an intellectually demanding educational 

activity by which students may identify 

and explore fundamental questions of 

human existence. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mrs. W Edwards 

 

EMAIL: 

wedwards@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

Unit 1 – 15% 

Unit 2 - 25% 

Unit 3 – 20 % 

Unit 4 – 20% 

Unit 5 – 20% 

All terminal exams. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

It is strongly recommended that you have at least a Grade C in RS Short 

Course and ideally a B Grade is required in English GCSE. However, 

candidates are not required to have studied the subject at GCSE or to have 

obtained a qualification at this level. In this case, he / she will need to be 

able to demonstrate good achievement in terms of their literacy and logic 

skills at GCSE. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Year 12 

Unit 1 – An Introduction to the study of religion. 

Unit 2 – An introduction to religion and ethics and the philosophy of 

religion. 

Year 13  

Unit 3 – A study of religion. 

Unit 4 - Region and Ethics. 

Unit 5 - Philosophy of Religion. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Religious Studies will provide candidates with a foundation and preparation 

for the study in Further Education. The course examines a student’s ability 

to select and present relevant factual information in an organised manner, 

to show understanding of its nature and significance and to demonstrate a 

capacity for critical evaluation. Those wishing to continue with their studies 

at university in Religion, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Humanities, 

History, English, and Politics will find the course of great value. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SPORT  
PEARSON BTEC Subsidiary/Extended 

Diploma 

PROFILE 

This is a vocational course for students 

who are interested in Sport, Physical 

Education and Science. The focal point 

of this course is the development of 

performance, with an understanding of 

sports science and its various concepts. 

The knowledge of the scientific 

disciplines will be developed through 

the practical. This is a demanding course 

which consists of practical and theory 

being joined together and the 

application of one to the other. 

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Mr N Jones   

 

EMAIL: 

njones@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

100% skills assessment under direct 

teacher supervision marked internally 

and externally moderated. 

This is a 2 year course with no AS level 

components. 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To gain access to this course candidates need to have a keen interest in 

Sport and should have achieved at least 5 GCSEs or equivalent including 

English and Maths at grade C or above. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Sub Diploma 

Topics include: Fitness Training And Programming, Sports Coaching,   

Practical Team Sports, Fitness Testing For Sport,  

The Physiology Of Fitness, Assessing Risk In Sport,   

Principles Of Anatomy & Physiology In Sport.    

 

Diploma - Covering all topics within sub dip plus….  

Further topics including: Sports Nutrition, Current Issues In Sport,   

Instructing Physical Activity And Exercise,  

Rules, Regulations And Officiating In Sport,   

Exercise, Health And Lifestyle, Sports Development.  

 

Extended Diploma  

Please see separate County in the Community Football Programme 

information sheet. 

 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

BTEC Level 3 courses are valued by employers and universities. You could 

work in a Sports Centre. If you decide to go to University you could take a 

degree course such as Sports Studies, Leisure Management, Sports 

Development, Sports Coaching or Teacher Training. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WELSH 

BACCALAUREATE 
Skills Challenge Certificate 

PROFILE 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is an exciting 

qualification for students that adds a valuable 

new dimension to the subjects and courses 

already available for 16 to 

18 year old students. Already widely 

respected and accepted by universities across 

the UK as an entry qualification, the Welsh 

Baccalaureate has been redesigned to make 

it even more rigorous so that students 

develop exactly the right skills they need for 

university, employment and life. 

.  

CONTACT 

Subject Lead  

Miss L Bodman 

 

EMAIL: 

lbodman@llanwernhigh.org 

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE 

All coursework based. 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL ENTRY PROFILE 

To achieve the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate, you must have achieved supporting 

qualifications by passing AS, A2 or other equivalent qualifications, plus GCSE English 

and Maths or Numeracy. 

Together, the Skills Challenge Certificate and the Supporting Qualifications make up 

the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification. This is supplemented by personal 

guidance and mentoring by students’ Welsh Baccalaureate teachers. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Years 12 and 13 

The Skills Challenge Certificate consists of the following parts: 

 Individual Project: This is an independent, research-based assignment on 

an individually selected subject. Learners demonstrate the knowledge and 

skills to produce a written investigation or an artefact/product supported 

by written research. 

 Enterprise and Employability Challenge: To develop enterprising skills and 

attributes and enhance employability. 

 Global Citizenship Challenge: To understand and respond appropriately to 

a global issue. 

 Community Challenge: For learners to identify, develop and participate in 

opportunities that will benefit the community. 

HOW WILL THIS QUALIFICATION HELP ME IN THE FUTURE? 

Many universities place great value on the Challenges within the Welsh 

Baccalaureate qualification and the Individual Project in particular. It is formal 

recognition that the skills and experiences students gain are valuable when 

continuing into higher education, or moving into employment. 

 


