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What is vocational learning?
In my role as Head of BTEC, I’ve been involved in many discussions in the past few years – 
with government, educationalists, parents and students – about what vocational learning 
is and how it supports our young people to progress in their lives through learning.

Here at Pearson, we create vocational – or applied learning – qualifications which help 
students acquire knowledge, skills and understanding through practical, work-related 
activities in a real-life context so they can apply what they have learned.

When combined with academic learning in a school or college (or as a stand-alone  
course in further or higher education), vocational learning develops a range of  
practical knowledge and skills which help you prepare for – and progress in –  
your chosen career. 

What is BTEC?
BTEC has earned its reputation as the world’s most successful applied learning 
qualification, providing students with a clear line of sight into work.  Encouraging  
students to take responsibility for their own learning, BTEC develops the practical, 
interpersonal and thinking skills essential for professional life.

Which BTEC?
From Entry level up to University study; from sector-specific  
courses through life skills, work skills and entrepreneurship,  
there’s a BTEC course to suit your learning needs.   
Turn to page 2 to learn more.

Progress with BTEC
Every year we work closely with schools and colleges on  
the National BTEC Awards, which recognise outstanding  
achievement by BTEC students across the UK and worldwide.  
Working on the shortlists – when I meet so many high-achieving  
students and creative, dedicated teachers – is one of my favourite  
jobs as Head of BTEC at Pearson. So now I’d like to introduce you  
to Kirsty, Hashmi, Fridah and Mehreen, just four of the young people I met as part of the 
2013 National BTEC Awards.  I think you will also find their stories truly inspirational – find 
out more about how they’ve progressed towards their chosen careers on page 4.

What is BTEC?
Mary James, Head of BTEC at Pearson,  
shares her insights into the value of BTEC  
and vocational learning:

“95% of our  
students progress  

into further or higher  
education or employment  
from their BTEC routes 
which really is fantastic.”

Stephen Farmer, Thorpe St  
Andrew School, Outstanding BTEC  

School or College of the  
Year 2013
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How does my BTEC course work?

The BTEC challenge – 
can you do BTEC?
Next generation BTEC Firsts
BTEC Firsts (equivalent in standard 
to a GCSE) are assessed through a 
combination of:

•  teacher-led (internal) assessment, 
and 

•  tests or examinations set by the 
Exam Board (external assessment) 
which can be taken either during  
or at the end of the course.  

These styles of assessment together 
provide both the opportunity to 
measure progress on a continuous 
basis (as you do in the workplace) and 
the rigour of external benchmarking 
expected by employers and higher 
education institutions.

BTECs and internal assessment
BTECs at Entry and Level 1, and at 
level 3 (equivalent in standard to A 
level) and above are currently assessed 
through 100% internal assessment.

BTEC’s flexible, practical  
approach to study
BTECs are divided into units, which cover a specific area of 
knowledge, skills and understanding required by the sector.

Core knowledge and skills
Every BTEC learner studies the mandatory units  
which provide a solid foundation through broad  
understanding and knowledge of the sector.  

Building a course to meet learner needs
The BTEC course leader then has the freedom  
to build a course to suit their learners’ interests,  
local needs and aspirations by selecting from  
a range of optional units and pathways which 
support progression into further study, into an 
apprenticeship, or into employment.  

Learning by doing
The course leader and teachers create a  
series of assignments which can be written  
or activity based e.g. creating a film clip;  
planning and putting on a performance;  
creating a business plan etc. Some  
assignments individual students complete  
through their own, independent study;  
for others, they work as part of a team.  
The assignments give students the chance to demonstrate  
their learning in a real-life context. For some BTEC courses, 
learners can also apply their knowledge and skills through  
work experience.

Fit for purpose – BTEC’s just the job
BTECs are developed in consultation with employers and higher education 
experts, which means they can trust that anyone who is BTEC qualified 
will demonstrate the high standards of knowledge, practical skills and 
understanding required for further study and employment.  

Learn more  
about how to 
progress with  

BTEC on page 10
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BTECs open doors to careers in… 
Applied Science  Art and Design  Business, Administ ration and Finance  Children and Young People  Construction and the Built Environment  Customer Services… 



BTECs open doors to careers in… 
Engineering  Health and Social Care  Hospitality  Information Technology and Computing  Land-based and Environment  Media  Performing Arts and Music  Public and Uniformed Services  

Which BTEC is  
right for me?

Entry & Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Equivalent in standard to: GCSE D-G GCSE A*-C A level 1st year of a Degree 2nd year of a Degree

BTEC Level 1 BTEC Firsts BTEC Nationals BTEC Higher National Certificate BTEC Higher National Diploma

What do you learn?
Basic principles and employability skills, including 
teamwork, research skills and innovation. 

How am I assessed?
Usually studied as part of a bespoke programme 
of study for entry or level 1 learners.

Progression
To level 2 study or into employment.

What do you learn?
Practical, hands-on experience combined  
with written assignments drawing on real-life 
scenarios. Core knowledge, behaviour and 
practical skills essential in the workplace.

How am I assessed?
1-2 year course, combining mainly internal  
and up to 25% external assessment. Study a 
combination of core and mandatory units.

Progression – where next?
To further study at level 3 study, into 
Apprenticeships or into employment.

What do you learn?
Practical, hands-on experience combined 
with written assignments drawing on  
real-life scenarios.
Core knowledge, behaviour and practical 
skills essential in the workplace.

How am I assessed?
1–2 year course, 100% internal assessment 
throughout the course. Study a 
combination of core and mandatory units.

Progression – where next?
To further study in Higher Education or 
University (level 4), into Apprenticeships or 
directly into employment.

What do you learn?
Programme of specialist vocational learning which reflects the requirements of 
professional organisation and meets National Occupational Standards for each sector 
or industry.

How am I assessed?
1–2 year course – some courses can be studied part-time.  100% internal assessment 
throughout the course.  Study a combination of core and mandatory units.

Progression – where next?
Progression to further study at level 6 (degree level), directly into employment or 
progression within employment.

14–19 learners: 
• needing basic employability skills.  

19–24 learners:
• with high-level special needs.
• vocational “testers” for all age groups.

14–19 learners: 
• Studying vocational options alongside  

GCSE at 14–16 as part of a broad and  
balanced curriculum.

• As part of a 16-19 Study Programme or  
level 3 programme of study.

• Laying down a solid foundation of skills, 
knowledge and understanding for a future 
career in the sector.

16–19 and adult learners:
•  Studying a BTEC National as part of 

their 16–19 Study Programme which 
would also include A levels, or another 
level 3 programme of study.

Adult (19+) learners:
• Looking to progress into employment via a Higher Education route.
• Needing qualifications which confer professional body status to support  

continuous professional development.
• Wanting to upskill or re-skill to progress in their career or take a new direction.

MySkills: Equip you with essential life skills – includes Cooking; Sustainability;  
Money & Finance; Learning for Life; Safe Road Skills; Enterprise.  www.edexcel.com/myskills

BTEC Workskills, including the Deloitte Employability Initiative: Equips you  
with essential skills to be effective in employment – and life. www.edexcel.com/wordskills

BTEC IT Users (ITQ): Hands-on learning to develop 21st century IT skills.  www.btec.co.uk

   BTEC Specialist (levels 1–3):  
Enhance employability and progression.  

www.btec.co.uk/specialist

BTEC Professional (levels 4–7): Improve professional  
practice and support workplace progression.   

www.btec.co.uk/professional

BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art and Design: Recognised as effective  
preparation for degree programmes. www.btec.co.uk

BTEC Apprenticeships:  
The BTEC Apprenticeship is a  

framework of qualifications which  
develop and hone the specific knowledge,  
skills and understanding employers need. 

 While you are studying skills and  
knowledge at a college or learning provider, 

the employer provides the practical 
experience that puts those skills to the test.

Learn more about BTEC Apprenticeships: 
www.pearsonwbl.com/btecapprenticeships

BTEC Higher Apprenticeships 

BTEC Higher Apprenticeships framework combines BTEC Higher Nationals,  
BTEC Professional or Edexcel Diploma qualifications with on-the-job training  

and industry endorsement from employers and professional bodies.  
They offer a clear path to employment and career progression,  

and a practical route to higher education qualifications.

Learn more about BTEC Apprenticeships:  
wwww.pearsonwbl.com/btecapprenticeships

Whether you are studying at Entry level, want to progress your career through 
higher level technical study, follow an Apprenticeship route or build core 
employability and life skills, there is a BTEC course to suit your needs.

Find out which BTEC can help you meet your career and life goals.

www.btec.co.uk

Which BTEC?

Learner profile

Are there more  
BTEC options at  

this level? 

Tell me more  
about BTEC 

Apprenticeships
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GCSE, A level and BTEC in a 
balanced curriculum
Building the right learning plan for you
14–16 learners
For 14-16 students, including one or two BTECs alongside GCSEs as part of a 
balanced curriculum can be the right choice for those who flourish under a combined 
academic and applied learning style and have a clear idea of the kind of skills they 
need to develop as they prepare for their future career. 

16–19 and adult learners
If you choose to continue your studies at college or in a school sixth form, you 
could study a BTEC at level 2 or 3, either alongside A levels and other academic 
qualifications, or as a stand-alone course.

“Vocational education is … an essential part of a broad 
curriculum.  Just as much as academic education, 
vocational learning provides invaluable opportunities 
for young people to develop their potential and expand 
what they know, understand and can do.”

Department for Education

BTECs open doors to … career success
• 62% of large companies have recruited employees with BTEC qualifications2

• BTEC Nationals increase the likelihood of getting a job – by 8% for women 
and 5% for men1

1 Independent research carried out by London Economics, 2010
2  YouGov Large Business Research, February 2011

BTEC
BTECs are focused  

on acquiring knowledge,  
skills and understanding in  
an applied, work-related  

context.   

How  
do I learn?

Classroom-style teaching combined 
with team and project work, and 
practical work-related activities.  

You apply your learning through 
work on assignments developed in- 
and outside the classroom to show 
your mastery of knowledge, skills 

and understanding.  

What  
do I learn?

Everyone studies the mandatory 
units – your teacher creates the 

course by choosing from a range of 
optional units or specialist pathways 

to give a solid grounding in the 
skills, knowledge and understanding 

needed to work in the sector. 

How am  
I assessed?

Next generation BTEC Firsts, which  
can be studied alongside GCSEs, are  
assessed through a combination of:

•  teacher-led internal assessment  
throughout the course and

•  up to 25% external assessment (a test set by 
the Exam Board) which can be taken either 

during or at the end of the course.  

The type of external assessment is  
tailored to the subject and can  

be a paper-based exam, a set task  
or performance, or an on-screen,  

on-demand test.  

What do I  
progress to next?
BTEC Firsts and BTEC Nationals 

support progression to:

•  further vocational or  
occupational study

•  further and/or  
higher education

•  into an Apprenticeship 

•  into employment.

BTEC Firsts may suit  
learners who prefer continuous 

assessment and a smaller  
proportion of external assessment.

BTEC Nationals (which can be 
studied at level 3 alongside A levels 
or as a stand-alone course), BTEC 

Higher Nationals and all other  
BTEC qualifications are currently 
assessed through 100% internal, 

teacher-led assessment.

Learn more about our  
Edexcel GCSEs and A levels

www.edexcel.com

Learn more  
about how to 
progress with  

BTEC on page 4
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BTEC Nationals qualify for UCAS points on the tariff table.  

You can apply for University places through UCAS – the University and Colleges  
Admissions Service.  Learn more about UCAS and UCAS points at www.ucas.com.

Here’s a summary of the UCAS points allocated for A levels, AS levels, and BTEC Nationals.

BTEC opens doors to  
… Higher Education

Key:

D* = Distinction Star

D   = Distinction

M   = Merit

P    = Pass www.btec.co.uk

GCE qualifications
UCAS  
tariff  

points

BTEC Level 3 Nationals (QCF)

AS level A level
Extended 
Diploma

Diploma
90 credit 
Diploma

Subsidiary 
Diploma

Certificate

420 D*-D*-D*

400 D*-D*-D

380 D*-D-D

360 D-D-D

320 D-D-M

280 D-M-M D*-D*

260 D*-D

240 M-M-M D-D

210 D*-D*

200 M-M-P D-M D*-D

180 D-D

160 M-P-P M-M D-M

A* 140 D*

A 120 P-P-P M-P M-M D

B 100 M-P

C 80 P-P M

70 D*

A D 60 P-P D

B 50

C E 40 P M

D 30

E 20 P

BTECs are recognised by all universities in the UK as 
valid for entry onto academic degree courses when 

taken alongside A levels. Entry requirements will vary so 
you will need to check individual courses requirements.   

Independent research on progression and career opportunities for 
young people in the UK demonstrates how BTEC learning can open 
doors to the next step towards success in your chosen career.

BTEC opens doors 
the facts speak for  
themselves

“The BTEC  
Apprenticeship has  

helped me progress because  
it’s given me the confidence  

that I can do it in a workplace and  
I can [take] forward my career here …  

I always believe if you want to go 
somewhere in the future you get  

out what you put in.  So as long as 
you’re willing to work your best,  

you can achieve the best“
Robert Graham, Outstanding BTEC Apprentice  

of the Year 2013 (16 - 18), Hilton Double  
Tree, Manchester

“BTEC National Diplomas are also  
valuable in the labour market, and a familiar  

and acknowledged route into higher education,  
alone or in conjunction with 1–2 A levels.”

Professor Alison Wolf, Review of  
Vocational Education

BTEC opens doors to… Higher Education
• 20% of level 3 BTEC holders go on to undergraduate degree courses1

• With a level 3 BTEC you can boost your lifetime’s earnings  
by up to £92,0001

What BTEC students say about  
BTEC and career progression
Every year we talk to BTEC students who have  
completed their studies to find out how  
BTEC has changed their lives.  We discovered:

• 85% of BTEC students who progressed  
to further studies expect to derive  
long-term, career-related benefits  
from their BTEC study

• 79% of BTEC studies who progressed  
into employment consider BTEC as  
an important stepping stone towards  
their dream job.

1 Independent research carried out by London Economics, 2010
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Meet some of our 2013 National BTEC Awards winners

Progress  
with BTEC

Kirsty Fishwick: Outstanding BTEC Business  
and Enterprise Student of the Year 2013
• Which BTEC?

Kirsty was an outstanding student on her  
BTEC Level 3 National in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship†  
course which she took as part of her level 3 studies.  As part  
of her work on BTEC, she set up and managed a very successful  
micro business, which she continues to run alongside her studies.

• Progressing to … University
Kirsty was successful in her application to Durham  
University – one of the top 100 universities in the  
world – to study Business and Management.
† The registered title of this qualification is: BTEC Level 3 in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship.

Case Studies 
from National 
BTEC Awards.

Fridah Nzaba: Outstanding BTEC  
Engineering Student of the Year 2013
• Which BTEC?

Fridah achieved a Distinction* in her BTEC Level 2 First Diploma 
in Engineering† and went on to study a BTEC Level 3 National 
Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering† alongside her A levels in 
Physics, Maths and Business Studies.

• Progressing to … a Higher Apprenticeship with Rolls Royce
Fridah’s proactive thinking and outstanding grades led her to 
secure high-quality employment in engineering on the Rolls Royce 
Aerospace’s Higher Apprenticeship scheme.
† The registered titles of these qualifications are: BTEC Engineering Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma and  

BTEC Level 2 Engineering Diploma.

“The BTEC  
National Diploma …  

allows us to embed so  
much entrepreneurial  

activity … it really brings  
the curriculum alive.”

Stephen Williams, BTEC Teacher  
and Tutor of the Year 2013

Hashmi Hussain:  
Outstanding BTEC  
Health and Social 
Care Student  
of the Year 2013 
• Which BTEC?

Hashmi studied a BTEC  
Level 2 First in Health and  
Social Care† alongside his GCSEs.   
He balanced his studies with his roles 
as Deputy Head Boy and Anti-Bullying 
Ambassador for his school.

• Progressing to …  
A levels at 6th Form College
He moved to Sixth Form College  
to study A levels to make his chosen 
career in medicine a reality.
†  The registered title of this qualification is: BTEC Level 2 in 

Health and Social Care.

“The best  
elements of the BTEC 
Apprenticeship are …  

seeing them put into practice 
what they have learned …  

things that they never  
thought they could achieve,  

but they’re actually  
excelling at.”

Sarah McKean, Tutor

www.btec.co.uk

BTECs open doors to careers in… 
Retail and Sales  Security  Sports and Recreation  Management and Team Leading  Training and Education  Transport and Logistics  Travel and Tourism10 11

“We chose  
BTEC qualifications  

[because] ... have become  
an industry standard …  

they allow students to develop  
skills in lots of different subject  

areas and to really make an 
informed choice about their  

next study steps.”
Sage Lal, Head of IT,  

Nescot College

“ it leads to  
opening doors  

for them … it’s the  
flexibility of the  

programmes that really  
is the advantage.”
Mr I. Clayton, Thorpe St Andrew  

School, Outstanding  
BTEC School or College  

of the Year 2013
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Could you be the next Outstanding 
BTEC Student of the Year?

Meet Mehreen Rana
Mehreen Rana is passionate about computing. 

Which BTEC did Mehreen study?
She studied for a BTEC National Extended Diploma in IT†  at Nescot College  
as part of her course. 

What is Mehreen doing next?
She has also taken additional qualifications in networking fundamentals,  
network security and Mathematics for IT Practitioners to support her progression  
to King’s College, London where she will study Computer Science. 

Getting involved in the industry
Mehreen organised a work placement within the analyst team at Whirlpool to 
gain experience of the practical applications of IT and came third in the regional 
vocational World Skills competition.

Mehreen is also involved in a wide range of extra-curricular activities at college. 
She is class representative and part of a joint UK/India Education Research Initiative 
project with partner colleges in India. She is passionate about encouraging more 
women into computing and works with first year female students to increase their 
understanding of the subject and the possibilities available to them. 

A BTEC learner is …
Mehreen is an outstanding example of a young person 
with tenacity, drive and enthusiasm, whose is dedicated to 
following her chosen career path to university and beyond, 
and to promoting her subject to women.

† The registered title of this qualification is: BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in IT.

Outstanding Student 
of the Year 2013, 
Nescot College

Learn more about National BTEC Awards winners  
at www.btec.co.uk/nationalbtecawards.


