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Dear Neighbour  
 

Bridge Street Road Bridge Reconstruction and Newport station works 
 
I am writing to update you on the forthcoming Network Rail project to electrify the South 
Wales Mainline.  As part of this project, we will soon begin work to reconstruct Bridge Street 
Road Bridge as well as prepare Newport Station for overhead line equipment. 
 
As you may be aware, the railway between London and Swansea is set to be electrified – a 
major investment project funded by the Department for Transport. Electrifying this key stretch 
of railway will mean faster, greener and more reliable journeys for tens of thousands of 
passengers every day as well as a quieter environment for our lineside neighbours. 
 
Bridge Street Road Bridge Reconstruction 
 
As part of this project, we will be undertaking a significant construction programme.  This 
includes work to bridges that are too low to accommodate the forthcoming overhead line 
equipment (posts and wires) that will power the trains.  
 
We have identified that a number of bridges in and around Newport will require modification, 
including Bridge Street Road Bridge – spanning the railway in the city centre.  This bridge will 
require complete reconstruction.  It will be replaced with a new structure that will be in a 
slightly higher position and one that can accommodate modern city centre traffic. 
 
In order to undertake this work, the road will be closed to traffic from 3 May 2016 until late 
2016.  During this time, diversions will be in place for traffic.  Pedestrians will be able to use 
the neighbouring ‘tunnel terrace’ footbridge.  
 
Newport Station works 
 
At the same time, we will also be working at Newport Station to prepare it for the new 
overhead line equipment that will power the new trains.  The work will involve cutting back 
the canopies and piling on the platforms to create the foundations for posts that will support 
electrical wires. This night time work will begin in April.  We will also be removing the 
redundant station footbridge. 
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Our work on site 
 
Throughout the duration of the schemes, a large amount of work will be undertaken day time 
hours.  However, at various points in the scheme, we will work a number of night shifts 
during weeknights and weekends.  Safety is our number one priority and for this reason 
some of our work must be carried out while trains are not running - this means carrying out 
some of our work at the bridge during the night, at weekends and over bank holiday periods. 
 
Network Rail and our partners will endeavour to work responsibly in the local community. 
The equipment we use means disturbance will be unavoidable and the work will create a 
noise for our neighbours from April when work begins on piling and canopy cutbacks at the 
station and during the bridge demolition phase planned for a series of night time shifts in 
June and July.  We sincerely apologise for any disruption caused and will do our very best to 
complete this element of the works as quickly as possible.  We will aim to keep local 
residents up to date as the construction progresses. 
 
Alongside Network Rail, the principal contractor working on site is ABC. 
 
Would you like to know more? 
 
If you would like to find out more about our works, key construction dates and diversionary 
routes, we encourage you to attend our information ‘drop-in’ events – no appointment is 
necessary: 
 

Tuesday 15 March 
10.30am – 2.30pm 

Newport Indoor Market 

Thursday 17 March 
3.30pm – 7pm 

Share Centre, 88 Stow Hill 

Monday 21  March 
3pm – 7pm 

Stow Park Community Centre 

Wednesday 23 March 10.30am 
– 2.30pm 

Newport Indoor Market 

Wednesday 27 April 
3pm – 7pm 

St Woolos Cathedral 

Thursday 28 April 
10.30am – 2.30pm 

Newport Indoor Market 

 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, please visit our website 
www.networkrail.co.uk/newport telephone our 24-Hour National Helpline on 03457 11 41 41 
or email crwales@networkrail.co.uk I hope this information is helpful and thank you for 
bearing with us as we build a better railway for South Wales. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Rebecca Heeley,  
Community Relations Manager, Wales 
 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/newport
mailto:crwales@networkrail.co.uk


  
 

A Welsh language version of this letter is available upon request; please call 03457 11 41 41 or e-mail 

crwales@networkrail.co.uk if you would like to receive it. / Mae fersiwn Gymraeg o’r llythyr hwn ar gael ar gais; ffoniwch 

03457 11 41 41 neu e-bostiwch crwales@networkrail.co.uk os hoffech gael copi. 
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